
- 5 -

WHO WAS JOSEPIllNE C. FROST? 

Josephine C. (Mayou) (Stillman) was born 1864 and died 1942. She was a daughter of Leon and 
Samantha (Haughey) Mayou. She was married to Dr. Samuel Knapp Frost ofBrookl~ New 
York, in 1902. Dr. Frost was born 1872 and was a seventh generation descendant of William 
Frost of Oyster Bay, New York. 

Mrs. Frost became one of the most prodigious genealogists of the time. In addition to her book 
on the Oyster Bay Frosts, and the supplement of that work, she edited volumes I - IV of the 
massive Underhill Genealogy which was published in 1932. From that point on, I do not have a 
list of her genealogical works, but in my work I keep coming across one genealogical book after 
another in which she was the compiler. At last count I believe there were at least thirty-nine 
separate genealogical records attributed to this very remarkable lady. 

My grandfather William Henry Frost of Fredonia, New York was first contacted by Mrs. Frost 
and corresponded with her while she was compiling her book on the Oyster Bay Frosts. When it 
was first published in 1912 he ordered copies for those in our extended family. The first edition 
was for only 300 copies. My well-worn copy is number 51. How many of you still have your 
family's copy of that first edition of The Frost Genealogy, published by Frederick H. Hitchcock, 
New York. With all the hard work this good lady did over so many years, her first editions 
deserve to be treasured "collectables" by now. 

Remember, though she included our family's 
records in her book, she had the wisdom to 
state on page 297 of her book: 

"'Personally the compiler believes that some :futme 
worker on this family will prove that they are 

descended from the Connecticut famjly of Frosts 
and not ofWtlliam Frost of Oyster Bay, and these 
facts are published hoping they may be of assistance 
to someone later on." 
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