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THE 1996 FROST FAMILY REUNION 
SATURDAY, JULY 20, 1996 

SEPTEMBER 1996 

Our reunion was again a happy success in terms of having a good time and meeting some family members 
for the first time. We knew they were "out there" but they just hadn 't made it to our reunions until now. 
It was great to see you, welcome and come again. The more often we come the better we get to know one 
another. The weather was perfect and our lakeside location was simply beautiful. The gatherings at the 
Holiday Inn on Saturday night and the leisurely breakfast visit on Sunday morning were pure pleasure. 
Those of us who corr.e fron1 afar really apprnciate this extra visiting time. 

THE NEXT FROST FAMILY REUNION 
IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY JULY 18, 1998 

BUT WHERE 
Lake George or Chapman Dam? 

IMPORTANT: Now you are probably confused because at this summer's reunion there was talk about 
holding the next reunion at Lake George, N.Y. Lake George is near where many of our Frost ancestors 
lived. In the Frost Family Newsletter of April, 1996, p. 6, in an article entitled 'IF', I described the 
interesting things to do there and concluded the article by asking readers "If you think you might like 
to do this, the price being within reason, write a postcard or phone and let me know of your interest 
so I will know whethlr there is enough interest to investigate the possibility. The rest of you, kick 
the idea around a Ii le. In the meantime I will learn about accommodations and costs and we can 
decide at the 1996 r union." 

The response was UNDERWHELMING. Only three or four enthusiastic people responded in favor 
of having a reunion at Lake George, so I considered the idea dismissed, or if at all, something a small 
group might do in an off-year. If I am wrong and greater interest has since developed that I had not 
heard about, we can still meet there some time. I have the information on facilities and sights to see in 
the Lake George area. However, I cannot volunteer to make the arrangements for a Reunion there. I 
will be happy to send the information on to anyone who wishes to take on the project, but I have more 
than I can do already with the research, book, and newsletter. 

This leaves it up to YOU to decide the location of the next reunion since we have no governing body to 
rule on the question. This means your written response as to your desires is needed if you care to 
influence the decision. On the last page of this newsletter please indicate your choice, sign your name, 
cut off the Reunion Location Preference slip and mail your response to me. The MAJORITY DECIDES. 

NOTE; This newsletter is distributed without charge to all interested descendants of Thomas Frost Sr. 
of Dutchess Co., N.Y., Ridgebury, CT, and Nassau, N.Y. Its purpose is to promote communication between 
family members and increase our knowledge about our ancestors. 
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REPORT ON ANOTHER EXCITTNG SUMMER OF RESEARCH 

We flew to Portland, Maine July 9th, rented a car, and headed for cousin Bob Moran's place on Bailey 
Island. We were delighted to be greeted not only by Bob but also, Nan, Maggie and Ridgway Edwards, and 
their son Robbie. Nan lives in nearby Brunswick, and Maggie and Ridgway, recently retired, were looking 
for a home to buy. They have since found one in the beautiful old shipbuilding city of Bath. All of Maine 
is lovely. Bob's location is a little bit of heaven. The tiny island is gorgeous, its quiet serenity is a joy, and 
an added credit to the lovely island is COOK'S, one of the best seafood restaurants anywhere. The ocean, 
with its rocky shore, is a short distance downhill from Bob's front door. The gentle sounds of the surf 
lulled us to sleep at night. 

The top research priority in Maine was to find and photograph Arrowsic Island where Thomas Frost was 
granted 100 acres on 13 Sept.1686. Arrowsic (Aro sic) is a large island lying in the Kennebeck River East 
of Bath. The entire area was first called Sagadahoc (Sa gad a hoc), an Anglicized version of an Indian 
word "sunkerdahunk" meaning "river mouth." The Island was also referred to as Sagadahoc or Great 
Island. Bob found the road which took us to the area of our interest. The woodsy road revealed only an 

- occasional mailbox withan u npavea driveway Cfisappearing amongtrees: We eventualiy emergea i-rrto_a ____ -
clearing and lowland area which was pretty close to where we think Thomas' acreage was. The island was 

ed Arrowsic, according to S. H. Whitney in The Kennebeck Valley, because, 

Tradition says that upon one occasion an Indian sachem [chief] lay dying from the effects of a 
wound caused by being hit by a poisoned arrow; when asked what was the trouble, the dying 
warrior replied, "I am arrow-sick," and in this answer originated the name of the town." 

The deed is confusingly worded and some of the boundary points have not been unidentified. Experts will 
have to determine the exact location. We think it was where the Sasanoa River narrows at Upper Hellgate, 
ex on the map). 

We have still not proven whether or not Thomas of 
Arrowsic was our ancestor but the possibility is 
strong. It is interesting that of all the early Frosts 
he is one whose descendants have not been traced . BATH 
He is a brand new Frost discovery! Who was he? 
Where did he come from? His wife's identity has been 
confirmed and many generations of her interesting 
ancestry isl<nown. _Did his an~estors live in th_e _same_~ 
area of England her -ancestors were from? 

The next spot to visit was Popham Beach because 
I had been captivated and touched by what I had 
learned of its early history. It was the first attempt 
at a settlement by Europeans in New England in 1607. 
Lord john Popham, of a wealthy and influental family, 
obtained permission from King James to choose any 
place he wished on the coast of New England to "plant" 
a colony and he and his brother Sir George Popham, 
obtained two ships and fitted them out to carry 
120 colonists to New England. They left Plymouth, 
Eng.in May of 1607 and arrived at the mouth of the 
Kennebeck River in mid-August. They settled at 
Phipsburg and set to work building about fifty 

ARROW51c · 
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log cabins, a fort, a store house and even a ship, but after a terrible winter, and the death of Sir George, 
nearly all of them went back to England the next spring. Popham Beach is one of the most beautiful, 
longest, unspoiled beaches I've ever seen. It is now a park. One of the 1607 Popham Beach settlers was a 
"Mr. Fosque," could that be a misspelling of Frost? Reluctantly we left Maine and drove across New 
Hampshire and Vermont crossing Lake Champlain on a ferry leaving from the tiny town of Charlotte, vr 
on our way to Schroon Lake, N.Y. (Skroon). 

SCHROON LAKE, N. Y. 
William Powell of Lanesborough, Mass. paid $2000 for 200 acres at the head of Schroon Lake on the first 
day of Sep.1807. ·Here, in 1812 Reuben was born. Angeline Cleveland, dau. of Cap't. Augustus, was b.in 
Schroon on 11Sep1811. She married Lyman Powell, older brother of Reuben in 1829. Lyman died in 
1830. Angeline then married Reuben on April 4, 1836. Reuben, Angeline and their five daughters 
followed the lumber business to Penna. in 1860 and settled just down the same road from Abial R. Frost's 
place in Snyder Township (now Brockway). Two Powell daughters, Annis and Sarah Jane married two of 
Abial R. Frost's sons, William Henry and john Frost, in the 1860's. They were the grandparents of many 
of us today. Schroon is a beautiful little lakeside town about 50 miles north of th~town of Lake George."' · - ·- ·- . - . . -· -- - ---- -:· . --

Head Lake 
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Next stop was Lake George and the nearby areas to be explored, including Thurman, Hadley and Lake 
Luzerne, all ancestral spots. The Abial Frost home in Thurman is close to Wilsey Cemetery which holds 
many members of his family. In 1988, when I drove by Abial Frost's home the very gracious owner came 
out and chatted with us about the history of the house which was built in 1795. Imagine my surprise 
this year when all I could see was a modern 2 car garage where Abial's front porch had been. New owners 
have remodeled. I have not yet learned who the new owners are or how extensive the remodeling has 
been. Nor have ! !earned whether it might be possible, or ~ti H of hist oric interest, for a group to see 
Abial Frost's former home. · 

Abial Frost's house as it looked in 1988 Abial Frost's house as it looks no\\&. 
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(from p3) The next stop was Alice and Henry Goebel's beautiful Zoo year old farm in Nassau, N.Y. Alice is 
one Frost descendant still living in the area where our mutual ancestor Thomas Frost Sr. was living in the 
l 780-90's. It is a working farm complete with cows, barns and kittens. When Alice's old one room school
house was about to be demolished, they bought it and moved it to their farm, with desks, books, and all. 
An authentic restoration is underway and the search begun for copies of some of the old books used 
there when Alice was a student. 

THE GOEBEL FARMHOUSE WITH OLD SCHOOLHOUSE ON THE RIGHT 
~:-.-. Af~~ 
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Alice took me to the site of what was once "our" Thomas Frost Sr's. 218 acre farm. It was on a very long, 
gently sloped hill now covered with second growth forest. It was the highest point in a large area and 
would have provided a grand view in all directions. Alice visited his homesite as a small girl. The house is 
long gone and even the road to the hilltop is now overgrown with small trees. Since we have never found 
a date of death nor a burial record for Thomas, he probably sleeps somewhere on that hill. 

We then drove to the farmhouses that once belonged to Thomas Frostjr. (where Alice's grandmother was 
married) and the large home across the street that was Thomas jr.'s son Nathan's home. Photographs of 
these houses, and the Old Log Church and Clark's Chapel Cemetaries, appeared in the Frost Family News
letter, Vol. 2, No. 2, January 1990. Since then the cemetery has been restored, Thomasjr.'s gravestone 
now stands beside the stone of his wife Deborah (Stevens) Frost. 

THOMAS FROST SR'S. HILL IN NASSAU (The hill in the background) 
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The final research goal for this summer was met when we arrived at what was once Ridgebury, now part 
of Danbury, CT. This is where we have confirmed that it was "our" Thomas Frost Sr. who bought property 
in August of 1766 on or very near what is now called MARIANNA FARM. In later times and, until 
recently, it was the home of Marian Anderson, the famous singer. We found the farm and spoke to one of 
the caretakers who lives in a smaller house on the property. 

Again, experts will have to determine precisely where Thomas Frost's property was in relation to this farm 
but we know it was close and that it may be the same property. 

MARIANNA FARM 

THE 1998 FROST FAMILY REUNION LOCATION PREFERENCE STRIP 

We are faced with a need to choose a location for the 1998 Frost Family Reunion. Some would like to 
have the reunion at Lake George and others would like to meet at Chapman Dam. We need to settle the 
question with a majority opinion. Please indicate your preference and mail your opinion to: 

Evelyn F. Rush, Newsletter Editor 
17 65 Sunset Boulevard 
Boulder, CO 80304-4242 

I PREFER TO HAVE THE 1998 REUNION AT 
check one 

LAKE GEORGE N.Y. CHAPMAN DAM PA 

COMMENTS: 

Your signature------------------------------------------------------


