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The Time is most Opportune, at this Crisis in our Civilization, with the Debris of War all about us 

* FOR FLAG EDUCATION * 



HOW TO DISPLAY * * * * HOW TO HONOR 

THE FLAG of the UNITED STATES 

FOREWORD 

All Americans love and revere the Flag of their country but the outward manifestation of respect is too often neglected 
or is incomplete simply because the individual does not know the proper thing to do. I believe this booklet will serve 
a useful end in acquainting our citizens with the approved procedure in rendering honor to the Fwg. Most of the rules 
given herein are based upon the regulations issued by the War Department for the guidance of service personnel. 

Salute to the Flag is the outward expression of our love 
for our Country and the respect we have for its ideals and 
institutions. 

In saluting the Flag we are not stressing a trivial, con
ventional act; we are giving outward testimony of our 
nationality. Not only does the act of saluting the Flag give 
expression to our nationality, but it reveals and cherishes 
the deep-rooted spiritual emotion of love of Country in the 
heart of every loyal American. 

All who know the American Flag honor and revere it. 
It is hard to conceive how any one who knows the ideals, 
traditions and institutions symbolized by the Flag could 
help but honor and revere it. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FLAG 

Thirteen horizontal strips, 7 red, 6 white, alternating. 
A blue field extending to the lower edge of the 4th red 

stripe, containing 48 five-pointed white stars arranged in 
6 horizontal and 8 vertical rows, each star with one point 
upward. 

HOW TO DISPLAY THE FLAG 

(NOTE.-Neither the Federal Government nor the States have en
acted any Jaws regarding the manner of displaying or saluting the 
Flag . The only thing we have to go by in this respect is the Flag Code 
which was adopted by the National Flag Conference h eld in Washing
ton, June 14-15, 1923, and composed of delegates from the principal 
National, patriotic, fraternal, educational and civic organizations. '£he 
text that follows is based on this Code.) 

GENERAL RULES 

l. Displayed from sunrise to sunset. It is universal cus
tom to display the Flag only from sunrise to sunset on 
buildings and on stationary flag-staffs in the open. 

(Navy regulations require that aboard ships and at naval stations 
the Flag shall be displayed from 8 a. m. to sunset.) 

2. Not displayed in inclement weather. Unless there is 
some special reason for doing so, the Flag should not be 
flown in rainy or stormy weather. 

(In the Army a flag known as the "Storm Flag" is flown in in
clement weather.) 

3. Raising and lowering. The Flag should always be 
raised briskly and lowered slowly and ceremoniously. 

4. Never to touch ground. In lowering and in raising 
the Flag it must never be allowed to touch the ground. 

5. How to make sure proper and correct use of Flag. A 
good principle that will always make sure of the correct 
use of the Flag is to use and handle it as you would your 
Mother's picture. You would never think, for example, of 
placing a picture of your Mother on the hood of an auto
mobile; nor would you ever place it near the floor, or any-
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where else where it might become soiled; nor would you 
ever think of exposing to view a torn or faded picture of 
your Mother. 

6. Occasions on which displayed. The Flag should be 
displayed on National and State holidays and on historic 
and special occasions. It is suggested that the Flag be 
flown on the following occasions: 

(a) EVERYWHERE 

January 20 (1937, 1941, etc., every fourth year). On the 
day the President of the United States is inaugurated. 

February 12. Lincoln's Birthday. 
February 22. Washington's Birthday. 
April 6. Army Day. Anniversary of the entrance of the 

United States into the World War.) 
NOTE.-The purpose of Army Day and Navy Day, according to 

the late President Coolidge, is to bring to the people a reminder of 
their relations to, and dependence upon, the skeleton defense establish
ment which the Army and Navy constitute in case our Country be 
attacked. 

May 30. Memorial Day. The Flag to be at half-mast 
until noon, and at full-staff from noon to sunset. 

June 14. Flag Day. 
July 4. Independence Day. 
First Monday in September. Labor Day. 
September 17. Constitution Day. Anniversary of adop

tion of the Constitution of the United States, September 
17, 1787. 

October 12. Columbus Day. 
October 27. Navy Day. (Anniversary of the birth of 

President Theodore Roosevelt.) 
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 

of 1936, 1940, etc., this being Presidential election day. 
November 11. Armistice Day. 
Last Thursday in November. Thanksgiving Day. 

Fig u re l 

Bunting. Don't u,;e the Flag for draping. Use red, white, 
and blue bunting, which should be arranged with the blue 
on top, or to the observer's left, the white in the middle, 
and the red below or to the observer's right. (Fig. 1.) The 
reason for this is that the blue, being the color of the union 
of the Flag, is the "honor color," and should therefore 
come first, either horizontally or vertically. 



With another flag against a wall, 
s taffs crossed: 

* SPECIAL RULES * 

When used on a speaker's 
platform: 

(a) If displayed flat, the 
Flag is above and behind the 
speaker. 

( b) If flown f rom a staff, the 
Flag is in the position of 
honor, at the speaker's right, 
and preferably slightly in 
front. 
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The United States Flag is on the observer's 
left, and its staff in front of the staff of the 
other flag. 

From a staff pro
jecting horizontally 
or at an angle from 
the window-sill, 
balcony or front of 
building: 

The blue field goes 
clear to the peak. 

When displayed over the middle of the street: 

The Flag is suspend

ed verticall y, with 

the blue field to the 

north in an east and 

west street, or to the 

east in a north and 

south street. 
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Note. The reason for th e blu e fi e ld being placed toward the north 
or east is that in science these direction s are con s id ered "pos iti ve," 
while south and west are cons idered "negative." 

NOTES 
1. Th e reason for displayin g the F lag w ith t h e blue field uppermost 

a nd to the Flag's own right (the observer's left ) is this: The blue field 
a ccordin g to the rules of h eraldry, is the 
honor point, and s hould, therefore, occupy 
th e position o.f dan ger. But t he position of 
danger is t he pos ition of the arm w hich 
hold s the sword- that is, the right arm . 
Therefor e, the blue fie ld of the Flag, which 
faces the observer, s hould be to its rig ht. 
Th e illustration to the left explain s the 
matter effect ivel y . 

2. A s imp le "ru le-of-thumb" that tell s 
how to di sp lay the Flag co rrectly in eithe r 
a hor izonta l or verti cal position is this: 
W e a lways speak of the Flag as the Stars 
and Stripes-n ever as the Stripes and 
Stars. Therefore, when we look at the Flag 
it s hould read "Stars and Stripes"-that 
is, t h e Stars ( in the blue field) s hould 
come first. 

l 
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When suspended 
o v er a sidewalk 
from a rope extend
ing from a house to 
a pole at the edge 

of the sidewalk: 

The Flag is hoisted 
a part of the way out 
jrom the building to
ward the pole, blue 
field first. 

* The U. S . Flag bows to no man or personage * 
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When displayed 
either horizon
tally or verti
cally against a 
wall, in a show 
window, or else-

_ where: 

The blue field is 

uppermost and to 

the Flag's own 

right- that is, to 

the observer's left . 



In a procession with a line of other flags: 

When !he United States Flag and flags of other nations, 
States, or cities, or pennants of societies are 

flown from adjacent staffs: 

The 
United States 

Flag 
is on the right 
of the line

that is, 
on the 

observer's left. 

1. When the United 
States F lag and flag s 
of ot h er nations, 

State~: or cities, or pennants of societies are flown fr-om adjacent 
staffs, t h e United States Flag is hoisted first and lowered last. 

2. When flown with flag s of other nation s, a ll sta ffs s h ou ld be the 
same height and the flags of approx imately eq ual size. 

3. International usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation 
above that of another nation in t ime of peace. 

When flown on the same halyard with flags of States 

or cities, or pennants of societies: 

The United States Flag is 

at the peak. 

NOTES 

1. In the Army there is no 
exception to this rule. In the 
Navy, however, the church 
pennant, which, by t h e way, 
is not the flag of the church 
but a signal flag to indicate 
that the crew is at ch urch, is 
displayed during divin e serv
ice on shipboard, being, ac
cord to Navy custom, flown 
above the National F lag. But 
th is pennant represent s no 
particular church. It merely 
signifies the acknowledgment 
of the existence of the Crea
tor, a nd is flown to indicate 
that divine service is being 
co ndu cted . 

The 

United 

States 

Flag 

is in front 

of the 

center 

of the line. 

In a procession with another flag: 

The 

United 

States 

Flag 

is on the 

marching 

right. 

In a group of flags of States or cities, or pennants of 
societies, displayed from staffs: 

(3) (1) (2) (4) 

The United States 

Flag is at the center 

at the highest point 

of the group. 

NOTE.-In a g roup of 
flags of different nations, 
an arrangement to which 
no one could take excep
tion, would be to place 
the flags alphabetically, 
alternately on the right 
and left of the United 
States Flag. For example, 
in the case of England, 
France, Germany and 
Japan , the flag of Eng
land would occupy the 
position (1) , France ( 2), 
Germany ( 3), and Japan 
(4). 

When used in connection with the unveiling of a 
Statue or monument: 

The Flag must not be 

allowed to fall to the 

ground upon the unveil

ing, but should be car

ried aloft to wave out, 

forming a distinctive f ea

ture during the remain

der of the ceremony. 

NOTK -- The ~' l ag- must. 
never bf> llS ed for <'overing th<' 
~tatue or monum e n t. Red . 
white and blue bunting o r 
other s uitab le c loth s h ou ld be 
used. 

The Hon. Raymond Poincaire, former President of France, in interpreting the spirit and purpose of the United States said: 
Have you ever noticed that the Star Spangled Banner is the only Flag in the wide world which does not dip before the 
head of a state, king or president? That is a little detail but it is significant. The Flag of the United States is dipped in 
courtesy to another nation, but never to an individual. 



When displayed in a church (or other gathering in-doors): 
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If in the chancel, the United States Flag is in the position 
of honor at the clergyman's right as he faces the audience, 
and the church or other fiag is at his left . 
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ff outside the chancel, the United States Flag is in the posi
tion of honor at the right of the congregation as it faces 
the clergyman, and the State or other fiag is at their left. 

NOTE.- This rule for the display of the Flag in a church applies 
to any other building or hall. 

To indicate mourning when a Flag is flown from a stationary staff: 

To indicate mourning when the Flag is fastened to a 
small staff, as when carried in a parade: 

Two streamers of black crepe of 
suitable length are attached to the 
spearhead, allowing the streamers 
lo fall naturally. 

The Flag is placed at half-staff. 

NOTES 

1. When flown at half-staff th e Flag should be 
hoi s t e d to th e peak for an instant and then lowered 
to the half-staff position. Before being lowered for 
the day, the Flag s hould be raised again to the peak. 

- 2 . Since the Flag sy-n1-bo-Iizes the Nat-ion, it----s hould 
be half-masted or dressed with crepe only in cases 
where it is appropriate to indicate that the Nation 
mourn s . If if is desi red to s h ow that .State, a city, 
a club, or a society mourns , then the State, city, club, 
or society flag should be half-masted or dressed with 
crepe. The Flag should not be both half-masted and 
dressed with crepe, nor shou ld it ever be tied in the 
middle with crepe to indicate mourning. 

To indicate mourning when the Flag is not on a staff 
but is displayed flat: 

t p 
A black crepe bow-knot, either with or without streamert , 
is placed al the fastening points. 

Dedication. This volume is dedicated that it may inspire that passion to serve one's country and uphnld its fiag- patriot
ism- true blue Americanism . _ . 



On Memorial Day, May 30: 

The Flag is displayed at half-staff from sun
rise until noon and at full-staff from noon 
until sunset. 

When displayed on an automobile: 

When used to cover a casket: 

NOTES 

1. The casket should be carried foot first. 
2 . The Flag must not be lowered into the 

grave, nor allowed to touch the ground. 
3 . The position of the blue fie ld is reversed on a casket to indicate mourning, the 

same as in a mili tary funeral the boots of a deceased mounted officer are placed 
reversed- that is, with toes to the rear- in the stirrups of the saddle on the dead 
officer's horse following the hearse. With the blue field on the right as the Flag 
faces the coffin it may be said that the Flag is embracing the deceased who in life 
had served the Flag. 

On a float in a parade: 

Flag may be fastened to the body, or clamped to the radiator cap, as 
shown above. 

The Flag is displayed from a staff 

NOTE.- Never display the Flag on a float in a 
parade except from a staff. 

NOTE.- Under no circumstances should th e Flag e ver be draped over the hood , 
top, or sides. 

* SALUTING THE FLAG * 
During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the Flag 

or when the Flag is passing in a parade or in review, all 
persons present should face the Flag, stand at attention 
and salute. Those present in uniform should render the 
right hand salute. When not in uniform, men should re
move the headdress with the right hand and hold it at the 
left shoulder. In inclement weather the hat may be raised 
and held above the head. 

Men without hats merely stand at attention, without 
saluting, unless they are soldiers, sailors or marines, in 
which case they render the military salute. 

The Flag Code does not prescribe how the salute shall 
be given in rendering the Pledge to the Flag. 

f~ 

Figure 1 
Figure 2 

Women should salute by placing the right hand over the 
heart. The salute in a moving column is rendered at the 
moment the Flag passes. 

However, the following, which is prescribed in the pub
lic schools, is the prevailing practice: 

Standing with the right hand over the heart ( Fig. 1), all 
the pupils repeat together the following Pledge: 

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 
Nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

At the word,, "to the Flag," the right hand is extended, 
palm upward, toward the Flag (Fig. 2), and this position 
is held to the end. After the words, "justice for all," the 
hand drops to the side. 

It is onr hope that this effort to incnlcate authentic Flag information, inspiration, observance and display will tend to 
remedy these National shortcomings and serve to rescue the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, Your Flag and Mine from 
flagrant abuse- misuse-and desecration. 



THE TWENTY-THREE RIGHTS GUARANTEED YOU BY THE CONSTITUTION 

WHICH IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE AMERICAN FLAG 

They Are the Greatest Treasure You Possess 

Human Rights 

The free exercise of religious belief. 

Any accused citizen may have witnesses in his favor and assistance 
of counsel for his defense. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excesssive fines imposed, 
nor cruel and unusual punishment inflicted. 

Freedom of speech. 

Freedom of the press. 

The right of the people peaceably to assemble. 

The right to petition the government for redress of grievances. 

To keep and bear arms. 

Trial by jury. 

Protection against trial for an act committed before the passage of 
a law making such act a crime. 

No one shall be put in jeopardy of life or limb twice for the same 
offense. 

No person can be tried for a crime except upon indictment by a 
Grand Jury. 

The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury. 

Protection against wrongful imprisonment. 

All forms of slavery prohibited. 

The right of citizens to vote shall not be denied by any State on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Property Rights 
Right to have the Government maintain the obligation of contracts. 

Human and Property Rights 
No person can be deprived of his life, his liberty or his property 

(for public or any other use) without the due process of law. 

Security against unreasonable searches and seizures of persons, 
houses, papers and effects. 

The privileges and immunities of citizens of the United States shall 
not be abridged by any State. 

The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges of 
citizens in the several States. 

No person shall be deprived of the equal protection of the laws. 
A citizen can not be compelled to be a witness against himself in a 

criminal case. 

-~ -~ CAUTIONS *----
1. Do not permit disrespect to be shown to the Flag of the United 

States. 
2. Do not dip the Flag of the United States to any person or any

thing. The regimental color, State flag, organization or in
stitutional fl ag will render this honor. 

3. Do not display the Flag with the blue field down except as a 
signal of distress. 

4. Do not place any other flag or pennant above; or, if on the 
same level, to the right of the United States Flag. 

5. Do not let the Flag touch the ground or the floor, or trail in 
the water. 

6. Do not place any object or emblem of any kind on or above the 
Flag of the United States. 

7. Do not use the Flag for drapery in any form whatsoever. Use 
bunting of blue, white and red. 

8. Do not fasten the Flag in such manner as will permit it to be 
easily torn. 

9. Do not drape the Flag over the hood, top, sides or back of a 
vehicle, or of a railway train or boat. 

10. Do not use the Flag as a covering for a ceiling. 

11. Do not carry the Flag flat or horizontally, but always aloft and 
free. 

12. Do not use the Flag as a portion of a costume or of an athletic 
uniform. Do not embroider it upon cushions or handker• 
chiefs nor print it on paper napkins or boxes. 

13. Do not put lettering of any kind upon the flag. (Note: In nearly 
all the States the placing of letters on the Flag is pro
hibited by law. ) 

* FACTS ABOUT OUR FLAG * 
The Stars and Stripes was first displayed in the Navy by John Paul Jones at Portsmouth July 2, 1777, on the Ranger. 

The first time the Stars and Stripes was used in offensive warfare by the Army was at the battle of Brandywine, 
September 7, 1777. 

The first time the U. S. Flag was used in warfare in Europe, was by the American Expeditionary Forces, of the 
World War, but it was not taken into the Zone of Advance. 
The American Ambulance Company recruited at LELAND STANFORD UNIVERSITY, is credited with being the first 
United States Unit to display the U. S. Flag in France during the World War. 

Nothing is more beautiful, more inspiring, than a single silken Flag on a staff and tripod placed on a public platform 
in full view of the audience and blown to the breeze by a concealed electric fan; silently, appealingly, telling the story 
of American Liberty. 

There are no days oj special patriotism- There are no days when you should be more patriotic than on other days
and I ask you to wear every day in your heart OUR FLAG OF THE UNION- President Wilson. 



* SYMBOLISM OF THE FLAG * 

Each star in the blue field represents a State of the Union, and 

records a great event in the history of the Country, telling the story 

of a great and sovereign State which has entered the Union-a story 

of toil and struggle, of danger and hardship, of suffering and priva

tion, Lo win a State from the wilderness and present it to the Union. 

THE STRIPES 

The thirteen stripes in the Flag represent the Thirteen Original 

States, rcalling the Thirteen Colonies standing together, side by 

side, during the years of strife and struggle, sacrifice and suffering 

that marked the birth of the Nation. 

RED FOR COURAGE 

The red in the Flag proclaims the courage which the men and 
women of our race have always shown-the courage that inspirPs 
men and women to face danger and to do what is right. 

WHITE FOR LIBERTY 
It is said that Washington once described the Flag by saying, 

"We take the stars from heaven, the red from the Mother Country, 
separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we have separated 
from her, the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing 
Liberty." So we see that those who designed the Flag meant the 
white should stand for Liberty. 

BLUE FOR LOYALTY 
The blue ;tands for loyalty. It is the blue of the heavens- the 

true blue. It tells the story of thousands of men and women wll0 
have been loyal to their Country through thick and thin, hardship 
and suffering- of men and women who have hesitated at no sacri
fice, even of their lives, when their Country demanded it of them. 

* EVERY STAR A STATE * 
WITH DATES AND ORDER OF ADMISSION INTO THE UNION 
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This publication. therefore, resolves itself into an appeal jor your assistance and cooperation in encouraging respect for 
the American Flag at home and abroad by supporting such societies as the American Legion and the American Legion 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Fraternal, Civic, Patriotic and Religious organizations which are 

* CRUSADING FOR THE FLAG * 


