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WILL "OUR" THOMAS FROST PLEASE COME FORTH? 

The answer to our Frost ancestry lies in Dutchess or Putnam Counties, N.Y. In the years 
between 1742 and 1766-87 there were two Thomas Frosts in the part of Dutchess Co. 
which later became Putnam Co. We have narrowed our search for our ancestor down to 
these two men. The answer may come any day from the excellent researcher who is 
presently working very hard on this problem for us. The difficulty lies in the fact that 
New York state did not require that vitai records be kept in these eariy years. Research
ers must study church records, land records, tax lists, wills, town histories, military 
records and information from spousal lines and later descendants to solve the problems. 
If answers cannot be found in these sources, the mystery will remain. 

Josephine C. Frost, in her early work on the family, THE FROST GENEALOGY, Hitchcock, 
1912, puzzled this problem at length and finally stated on p. 296 "Personally the 
compiler believes that some future worker on this family will prove that they are 
descended from the Connecticut family of Frosts and not of William of Oyster Bay, and 
these facts are published hoping they may be of assistance to some one later on." 
Perhaps Josephine was right. Much evidence favors CT origins, which if followed, take u~ 
back to Maine in the 1600's and beyond. (I'll save a few secrets for the book!) 

We have proven that "our" Thomas was not the same person as Thomas11 Frost on p. 32 
of the earlier genealogy. Thomas11 died in Oyster Bay 11 Dec 1782 and is buried there 
in the family graveyard. "Our" Thomas leased a large parcel of land upstate in 1789. 

On the other hand, we have the T. J. FROST GENEALOGY compiled by a grandson of 
Thomas Frost Jr.to the year 1894 which carefully traced. many of the descendants of 
William Frost of Oyster Bay from whom he was sure his line of Frosts was descended. 
This brings us to a new puzzle "Was Thomas Frost Jr. really the son of Thomas11 and 
simply became confused with our line because he was living in the same places 
(Ridgebury, CT and near Nassau, NY) where "our" Thomas lived? 

FOR EVERY ANSWER FOUND A NEW PUZZLE EMERGES 

NOTE; This newsletter is distributed without charge to all interested descendants of Thomas Frost Sr. 
of Dutchess Co., N.Y., Ridgebury, CT, and Nassau, N.Y. Its purpose is to promote communication between 
family members and increase our knowled~e about our ancestors. 
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FROST HERALDRY-- JUST ONE OF YOUR COMPILER'S MANY PASSIONS 

What got me involved in Frost Heraldry? First, it was that unresolved question about the authenticity of 
the coat of arms found in THE FROST GENEALOGY. It was the frontispiece of her book, implying it was 
the officially recognized coat of arms of the family of William Frost of Oyster Bay. However, in her 
genealogy Josephine C. Frost made no claim to these arms, no explanation of them, in fact, not even any 
mention of them! Where did she get the idea that this coat of arms had anything to do with this family? 

In the meantime other Frost descendants seeking ancestors wrote to me with questions and sent pictures 
of arms found among their family records. These arms were obviously treasured by their families by the 
fact they were framed and hanging on the wall of their grandmother's house, etc. Others had found a 
coat of arms among family papers which they assumed had belonged to their ancestors. I began to get 
quite a variety of coats of arms. Unfortunately, I could prove nothing, nor could they. 

Th~ _u_nc_ertaint:Y-. µresented an_i n:esistible.challenge. The trip-to-England in the summer-of-199-4-served-
to further stimulate my interest. Small bits of information proved too interesting to ignore. For 
instance, it was soon learned that the crest on the arms in the Frost Genealogy (the old man's head 
between two laurel branches) represented Frosts of Yorkshire. Can we learn of our ancestors' origins by 
studying heraldry? Were the Frosts, believed to have come from Binsted, Hampshire, really of Yorkshire 
origin? The fact that coats of arms might give clues to a family's origins is what finally set me off. 

I had long known that there are publications concerning Frost families that feature a single Frost coat of 
arms. This leads readers to believe it is "their" coat of arms. This is very misleading. Worse yet, advertiz
ing circulars aimed at selling heraldic placques or framed coats of arms, even offer to make up a coat of 
arms for you! Coats of arms are not acquired in this way. They are only acquired by right of ancient 
ancestry or by the grant of a King. I decided Frosts, wherever they are, need better information about 
the origins of Frost coats of arms. Correct information could provide clues to their origins which might 
help them identify the families from whom they descend! 

I decided to do a complete study of all known Frost coats of arms with ACHIEVEMENTS LTD. CENTER FOR 
HERALDIC AND GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH AND ARTWORK of Canterbury, Kent, England. ACHIEVE
MENTS researcher, Mr. Anthony R.G.S. Adolph, has performed this research and been most patient with 
my incessant questions and picky demands for the minute but necessary details needed for the chapter 
on Frost Heraldry in the forthcoming book on Frosts. Upon completion of the research, ACHIEVEMENTS 
itrtist-;Mr.-"Fom-Meek-did -a beautiful job-of-painting all the arms found! These arms-wiH-be-featured in 
beautiful vivid Oazer) color in the book THE FROST FAMILY HISTORY: The descendants of Thomas Frost. 

Now nearing completion, I am satisfied that we will have achieved the most complete study ever done on 
Frost Heraldry. It is presently in the hands of an expert, Mr. Ken Small bone of Basingstoke, Hampshire, 
England, historian, author, and heraldic researcher. Mr. Smallbone will critique the heraldic information 
and screen it to be sure I have understood and presented this information correctly. I plan to offer this 
chapter to a wideer range of Frosts while also retaining it as Chapter 3 of our book. 

Gary Green is also an enthusiastic 
family history researcher. His database 
now contains 26,000 names! 

Way to go, Gary! 

Thanks so very much to all of you for 
all your Christmas newsletters, cards, 
words of encouragement and appreciation, 
and checks to help with newsletters. 

YOU ARE ALL WONDERFUL ! 



KAREN ELIZABETH (van der Brook) HOFIUS, 
john Edward van der Brook, Marjorie j., 
john Albert, Albert E., john Albert, Orra, 
Abial, Thomas Frost) 

The Christmas newsletter from the van der Brooks 
told of the wedding of their daughter, Karen, to 
HOLGER HOFIUS on July 21, 1995. 

Karen was b. 6 Aug 1970 in Jackson, WY. She 
is the daughter of john Edward [Lt. Col.USAF 
(ret)] andJane Claire (HILLMAN) van der Brook, 
and the grandaughter of Milton John and 
Marjorie Janice (FROST) Vander Brook. 

Holger is the son of Dr. Karl and Frei a Hofius of 
Bucholz, GE. Holger was born 15 Apr 1968 in 
Freiburg, GE. Holger was born in Freiburg, 
attended school in the Koblenz area of the 
Northern Rhein and completed his university 
studies in forestry at Freiburg. 

Karen and Holger were married at the Lutheran 
Church of St. Michael in downtown Kaiserslautern. 
?farrar Morrison (German Pastor) and the Rev. 
Dr. James Hoke (American Pastor) officiated. 
The service was bi-lingual for the benefit of 
guests fror:i many countries. 

Organ and trumpet music added festiveness to the 
service. The reception, which included traditional 
German wedding activities, was held at ?• · 

the Vogelweh Officer's and Civilians' 
Club. 

After the wedding, the families and 
relatives set off ex:plori ng an 11th 
century castle now undergoing 
restoration. The Thailichtenberg 
castle is located north-west of 
Kaiserslautern. 

In the photo at right, 
the couple are working 
together at sawing the log, 
a German tradition which 
symbolizes teamwork and 
cooperation . 

\ 
' \ 
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THE FROSTS OF MURRYSVILLE, PA 
Larry andjoyce Frost were featured artists at the 
20th annual Christian Art Show held at Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Murrysville, Nov. 4-Sth, 1995. 

Of course family members have long appreciated 
Larry's talent as our official family photographer 
but did you know how much the rest of the world 
appreciates him? How many of you know of the 
full scope of both Larry's and Joyce's talent? 

Larry has been working with photography since 
1935 and his award-winning prints have been 
exhibited throughout the US and in several other 
countries. According to the newspaper article 
about the above event, Larry is quoted as stating 
"Both the technical and artistic aspects of 
photography have always attracted me." 

He not only spends a great deal of time waiting for 
just the right combination of light, atmospheric 
haze, and subject matter to express an idea or 
create a mood, but he also spends time in the 
darkroom experimenting with chemical or optical 
techniques for altering and manipulating images. 

Joyce specializes in black and white photograp hs 
which she then colors in transparent oils. Her 
award-winning hand-colored photographs have 
been hung in many galleries and exhibitions 
nationwide. She loves nature, especially water, sand 
and sky. She tries to capture the feeling of being 
out there alone with nature. Congratulations, 
dear cousins, for the recognition you have won! 

STEVE FROST OF MURRYSVILLE 

His mother's love of nature rubbed off on Steve t o 
the extent that he greatly enjoys his chosen ca ree r 
as a landscaper. In spring, summer, and fall he 
enjoys being outside with the tulips and roses and 
keeping the grounds beautiful around profess ional 
buildings. In winter Steve's crew of professi onals 
shovel snow. Hey Steve! I'll bet you're gett ing rich 
this year! 

TH E GR EE NS OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Gary 0. GR EEN, (Lt. Col. ret.) wife Julianne and 
Lindsey, Shelby and Corey are returning to 
Wilm ingto n, North Carolina. Gary now has his 
second Ma ste rs degree and is now certified to teach 
math in middle and high school. He interviewed at 
E. A. Laney High School in Wilmington for an 
AFJROTC instructor position and started work in 
Augu st, '95 in the school which has about 150 
cadets. This school is best known for its basketball 
gradu ate, Michael Jordan. 

Julie stayed behind to sell the home in Yorktown, 
VA. Jul ie is a kn itting machine enthusia.st. Corey is 
interested in baseball, swimming,..and soccer. He 
was worki ng on his bear badge in Cub Scouts. 
Lindsey is J sopho more at William Smith q Hobart 
Coll eges in Ge neva, NY and was working on the 
sch ool ca ree r counseling staff. She is a member of 
Co ll eges Chorale singing group. 

Shel by is in her j unior year at Laney High School 
and is involved in the Laney Adventurers, the 
school tr<ive ling mixed choir. She is becoming an 
accom plished pia nist and is a member of the Tri M 
Music Honor Society. 

The fam ily is happy to be close again to Gary's 
parents and his sister's family, Karen and Glenn 
Rains. Gary is related to the Frosts through our 
BOWEN ancestry. 

THE FROSTS OF VICTORIA, BC, 
Robert j. Frost, a direct descendant of George Frost 
who was of Wi nter Harbor (Saco), ME in 1635, has 
been of grea t help to this historian over many 
years as we have both been trying to learn in what 
way Willi am of Oyste r Bay was related to George of 
Winter Harbor. 

Robert says: "Do hope you find a 'young' keen 
Frost >vith the addiction to the Frost genealogy you 
and I see m to have, to t ake over your priceless 
coll ection of Frost records." 

T HERE WERE NO VOLUNTEERS 



THE KELLERS OF TAHOE 
Kirk KELLER, youngest son of Fred and Julie, was 
married on Oct. 15th to the lovely Cindi BARNES. 
The wedding and reception were held on the shore 
of beautiful Lake Tahoe. Fred and Julie flew out for 
the occasion and Shirley and Beverley came up 
from their homes in southern California. 

Kirk and Cindy, and her son and dau.Philip (15) 
andjustin (14) have settled into their home which 
has a spectacular view of Lake Tahoe. Kirk has 
drawn up the plans to remodel the entire house. 

THE .LIVERMORES OF SHREWSBURY 
Gene and Margie Livermore have remained close 
with their widowed daughter-in-law. They are 
happy to announce Debbie's recent marriage to 
Greg TOTSUNE who was a close friend of their son 
Gene Jr. They, and we, wish them much happiness. 

In other news, their kids and grandkids are doing 
well, Susie is now sweet 16 and very busy with a day 
that starts at 5:25 with seminary, then school, next 
track practice, or play and stage crew work, and she 
still finds time to be a student missionary for the 
church (LDS) before lights out at 11: p.m. 

Gene still works at MI, is an elected member of the 
Shrewsbury, PA Borough Council, is active in Toast
masters, the Society of Logistics Engineers, and 
Ward Mission Leader for the church (LDS). Margie 
keeps busy with compassionate service helping 
older folks and is a stake missionary for the church. 

Tom is still at home while choosing a direction for 
his life and the grandkids are all good students. 
Little bitty Jennie was elected citizen of the month 
for her kindergarten class. She was the letter 'J" 
for joy in the Christmas Pageant. I'm sure she gives 
much joy to all who know her. 

The rough times for the Livermores came when 
Margie had to have her second by-pass surgery--a 
triple this time. The upside is that she came 
through it well and is now feeling better than she 
has in years. 

THE FROSTS OF ROUSEVILLE, PA 
HAPPY NEW YEAR - HAPPY RETIREMENT 

Happy new year meant happy retirement for Bruce .. 
Frost whose retirement beganjan 1, 1996. Bruce 
we wish you and Donna many happy years ahead to 
do all those things you've always wanted to do but 
never had the time. Enjoy! 

THE KELLERS OF MICHIGAN 
Less than three weeks after the weddirl'g in Tahoe, 
Fred and Julie's son Fritz, called to tell .them his 
wife, Margie had died. They drove to Michigan to 
be with Fritz and all Fritz's brothers and sisters 
arrived the next day. Fritz E.r Margie's sons Jason, 
Frederick A., and Matthew are teenagers. 

BILL KELLER OF ROCKVILLE, MD 
Bill Keller had a four way by-pass following a heart 
attack lastjanuary. The good news is he is doing 
well now. 

THE GOEBELS OF NAS.SAU 
First the good news. Alice and Henry enjoyed a 
wonderful two weeks in June on a three-river cruise 
from Vienna, Austria to Koblenz, Germany, via the 
Danube, the Canal, The Main, and the Rhine Rivers. 
They visited many towns, cathedrals, and castles 
and enjoyed the beautiful countryside from the 
"Swiss Crystal." 

The Goebel's, who live on a farm in Nassau, NY, a 
stone's throw from where Thomas Frost once lived, 
are busily involved in Agricultural organizations 
and fairs. 

In November, while enroute to the Northwest 
Regional 4-H Volunteer Forum in Falmouth, MA, 
Henry developed problems which put him the Cape 
Cod Hospital ER for 3 hours of intestinal surgery, 
followed by a second surgery ten days later! 
Henry's recovering nicely now and they are most 
grateful to all the wonderful caregivers and the 
thoughtful surgeon who called Alice daily to report 
Henry's progress. 



- 6 -

~~f~?.f®'~f~?-a\f~'~ 

THE FROSTS OF SAN DIEGO, CA 

Jeffrey FROST of San Diego phoned to tell me about 
his exciting news. He received as a Christmas gift a 
treat to a TANDEM SKY DIVE. You'll remember Jeff 
is the fellow that was into bungee jumping a few 
years back. His brother Harold and wife Lorrie are 
tandem drivers of an 18 wheeler, and it was their 
brother, Bill, who was killed in a fall off a building 
where he was washing windows. These guys are 
family but, I tell you, they are a breed apart!!! 
Maybe we'd better start praying for jeffi 

THE FROSTS OF SEATTLE, WA 
Lori Frost, was hospitalized in October for her third 
surgery. That kept her at home while Harold drove 
the truck by himself. She expected to be able to 
rejoin him on the road in January. 

HAROLD Er LORI FROST OF SEATTLE, WA 

IN MEMORIAM 

1934 - SHI RLEY KELLER - 1996 

IN TODAY'S MAIL, 2 Feb 1996, I received word 
from Cynthia L. STOKES telling me of the death of 
her mother, Shirley (KELLER) Stokes, Dine, Brison. 
Shirley was the daughter of Frederick A. and Elena 
M. (PIERCE) KELLER, and the granddaughter of 
William Henry and Annis (POWELL) FROST. Shirley 
is survived by her h usband, Michael R. Brison, and 
by four children, seven grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She was the youngest sister of 
Fred, Bill, Ray, and Beverley. Shirley was born 16 
Dec 1934-, died 10 Jan 1996. Her untimely death 
was due to a massive heart attack. She was only 
61. Shirley's unusual career was as a jet engine 
mechanic. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the entire 
family. I remember Shirley and wish I had known 
her better. I also wish I had a good picture of her. 

THEJONES OF AURORA, CO 

Paul and Debby (CUDNEY) JONES have been going 
to Colorado Springs frequently . Paul's dad had a 
triple by-pass shortly before Christmas and his 
mom had a compression fracture in her spine. We 
hope their recoveries are complete by now and this 
cold spell ends soon so we can all look forward to 
another beautiful "Springtime in the Rockies." 

SEND YOUR FAMILY INFORMATION, 
UPDATES, ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, 
COPIES OF IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS, 

QUESTIONS, a COMMENTS TO: 

Evelyn F. Rush, Frost Family Historian 
1765 Sunset Blvd. 

Boulder, CO 80304-4242 

Or phone (303) 443-1015 
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Send the top portion of this page to Mr. & Mrs. James Fogarty 
102 Kensington Road 

Phone: (603) 926-4027 Hampton Falls, NH 03844 

Yes, we are coming to the reunion. 

Name 

Address ~---------------------~ 

Phone: 

The number of people-----------------

FROM OUR HOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE (cont'd) 

Bill and Bob Moran went to England, and down 
through Germany to Italy last summer. They 
have frequent get-togethers during the year. 
As a matter of fact they are at present in Florida 
visiting brother Frank and his wife Agnes of 
Daytona Beach. They will also visit their niece 
Marti (MORAN) Williamson and he:- son 
Tom in Orlando. 

Jeffrey Frost of San Diego writes to say that 
he would be very interested in having one of 
our Frost Family Reunions in Eastern NY state. 

THAT'S IT FOLKS ! 


