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MORE ABOUT THOMAS FROST -- THE WALLACE CONNECTION 
(Continued from JANUARY 1995 Newsletter) 

Though proof still eludes us, our sources of information about our ancestor Thomas Frost tell us that 
his wife was Abigail Wallace. The Frost Genealogy, p. 297, states that Abigail was the daughter of James2 

and Abigail (?) Wallace of Ridgefield, Connecticut. Abigail was born 21 Dec 17 40 in Ridgefield. 
Connecticut Vital Records show a careful record of the births of the children of James and Abigail. 
James was the S0)1 of James1 Wallace, the immigrant, and Mary Hyatt, a daughter of Thomas and Mary 
(St. John) Hyatt, also of Ridgefield. 

This leads us to an interesting story about your WALLACE ancestry and a reminder to be sure to see the 
current movie BRAVE HEART, the bloody story of Scotland's great hero Sir William Wallace. Several 
reliable sources of information on James1 Wallace, tell us he was from the same family of Wallaces as the 
great Sir William. James1 Wallace's story is interesting, too. His story is briefly quoted here from The 
Wallace Family in America, by James A. Phelps, Wm. M. Clemons, Publ., N.Y., 1914, pp. 3-4. 

"At Lanark, Scotland,--the seat of the renowned knight, [Sir William Wallace] and the great Wallace 
family,--about 1675, and of unknown parentage, JAMES WALLACE was born, (the predestined 
father of an American family,) the storying of whose life has here its primal delineation. 

For five-and-twenty years he had dwelt among kindred; and then the development of his future 
began, and he drifted down the Clyde valley. Spending considerable time at Glasgow, then at 
Greenock, the waters of the Firth witnessed his unwilling transfer, to one of Britain's floating 
fortresses; there he was tutored in all the manoeuvers of warfare on the high seas. 

The year 1705 found his barque headed toward the colonial realm of Her Majesty, and the 
seasoned man-o-war's-man indulged hopes of early release. In due time the ship was off the 
American coast. and entered Lon2: Island sound, bound for New York, on a course well over to the 

, "' -

northern shore. At noon-of-night, with Stratford point astern, young WALLACE slid overboard on 
a trailing rope, and quite unobserved, headed shoreward, eventually reaching the sandy beach, at a 
point near Norwalk, Conn. 

Within a year he acquired a wife in the person of Mary Hyatt, daughter of Thomas and Mary (St. 
John) Hyatt, who was born in 1682. They settled at Ridgefield, Conn., where a family of seven 
children were born and reared, viz:--..... " 

Whether "our" James Wallace is of the same Wallace line as Sir William or not is an interesting question to 
keep in mind as you view the movie. 

NOTE: This newsletter is distributed without charge to all interested descendants of Thomas Frost Sr. of 
Dutchess Co., N.Y., Ridgebury, CT, and Nassau, N.Y. Its purpose is to promote communication between 
family members and increase our knowled~e about our ancestors. 
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LUCY (GEER) FROST 

(· 
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17 June 1807 - 11 June 185 5 

Orra Frost, eldest son of Abial and Betsey (BOWEN) 
Frost m. Lucy Geer about 1822. They lived in Omar 
Jefferson Co., N.Y. Lucy's GEER ancestors were 
James5 , Roger4, Daniel3, Daniel2 George1 GEER. 
George was born about 1621 in Heavitree, near 
Exeter_~ Devonshire, Eng. He came to America in 
1635 and later lived in New London, Conn. He 
died in New London in 1726 and is buried there. 
A monument inscribed 1621-1726 shows us that 
he lived to the age of 105 l 

Here is the FROST line from Thomas to Marjorie: 

Thomas Frost Er Abigail Wallace 
Abial Frost Er Betsey Bowen 
Orra Frost Er Lucy Geer 
John Albert Frost Er Fatima McCue 
Albert E. Frost Er Minnie Amelia Engelhardt 
John Albert Frost Er Genevieve Smith 
Marjorie Janice Frost Er Milton John Vander Brook 

JOHN ALBERT FROST 

< · ·~·.: 

·:. . 

· ·~ ~ra:r,~; , 

29 Aug 1831 - 23 Dec 1903 

John Albert, son of Lucy and Orra Frost, 
m. Fatima McCue 18 Dec 1853. They are the 
great grandparents of Marjorie. 

Several of our families also have ties to this same 

GEgR family..:_ -~ - _ ----

Clara Joyner descends from Orra and Lucy GEER 
Frost through their son William, b. 1843. 

Eugene Livermore descends from Orra and Lucy 
through their daughter Mary Ann, b. 1826. 

Robert L. and brother Frank L. Frost descend 
from Abigail Geer, the mother of Nancy Ann 
DeVallance (2nd wife of Hiram Abial Frost). 
Martin Luther Geer reared his granddaughter 
Nancy Ann when she was orphaned at an early 
age. Martin Luther Geer was also a son of 
Roger 4 Geer. 

:.'":J".~T 
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MEET YOUR FAMILY 

MARJORIEJANICE FROST VANDER BROOK (John Albert, Albert E.,John Albert, Orra, Abial, Thomas Frost) 

b. 
d. 
m. 

11 Jan 1919, Carthage, Jefferson Co., N.Y. 

MILTON JOHN VANDER BROOK, 6 Oct 1941 
b. 5 Aug 1910, Kalamazoo, MI 
d. 

VANDER BROOK 

JOHN EDWARD 
b. 27 May 1943 

CAROL SUE 
Milton is the son of Edward R. and Anna (VANDE LAAR) 
VANDER BROOK. Milton received his degree in pharmacology 
from the University of Chicago and worked for many years 
for the Upjohn Pharmaceutical Co. This position required 
much world travel over many years. 

b. 22 Sep 1944 

MARTHA LOUISE 
b. 6 Jun 1946 

SARAH JEAN 
Marjorie is the daughter of John Albert and Genevieve b. 5 Jul 1951 
(SMITH) Frost. [Genevieve Smith was mentioned in the Sept. '94 
Frost Family Newsletter where she was photographed enjoying her 
lOlst birthday in April 1994.] Marjorie was in her second year of law school when she and Milton met. 
They were married on her parents anniversary and celebrated their SOth Wedding Anniversary 6 Oct 
1993 at the Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, MI. The Vander Brooks spend their winters in Marble Falls, 
Texas and their summers in Northport, Michigan. 

Their son, Lt. Col. John Van Der Brook, his wife 
Jane Claire (HILLMAN), and their daughter and ' 
son live near Nurnberg, Germany. John's last 
assignment before his retirement in 1989 was as 
Commander of NATO's Fourth Tactical Air Force 
Signal Group in Germany. 

Sue joined the Peace Corps directly after her 
graduation from the University of Michigan. She 
spent three years in Africa and two in Paris 
where she was a translator. She is married to 
Willim A. AKERSTEN and they live in Idaho. 
Their daughter is Holly Marjorie. 

Martha, who graduated from Northern Michigan 
University, lives in Marquette, Michigan with 
husband, William D. UPTON. Their son and 
daughter are John Albert and Deborah Melissa. 

Sarah was in her senior year in college when a 
trip to Costa Rica brought her together with her 
husband Walter BOBB. Sarah teaches school in 
Denver, CO and their permanent home is by 
Colorado's very beautiful Grand Lake. They have 
a son Brent BOBB. 
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MORE NEW BABIES 

LANDON THOMAS BOLEN arrived 26 August 1994 
in Fredericksburg, VA. He is the third son of James 
and Pamela (WOLFE) BOLEN and the grandson of 
John David and Bonnie (JONES) WOLFE. 

~Y'~~~~ 

HANNAH PAGE KELLINGER arrived 22 Feb 1995 in 
Albuquerque, N.M. Hannah is the second child of 
Bruce and Patricia (FROST) KELLINGER and the 
granddaughter of Harold W. Frost of Seattle, WA. 

~~~~~ 

SCRAPS OF INFORMATION 

Joyce Frost's mother, Luella Pearl (DE LONG) 
LAWRENCE celebrated her 96th birthday in 1994. 

Jeanne (FROST) Muhr has a new address. Due to 
some health problems she is now living with her 
son and his wife at 649 2 lst Ave. North, South St. 
Paul, MN 55075, phone (612) 45 1-1877 . I know 
she would love to hear from some of you. Here's a 
picture of Jeanne when she was feeling more 
spritely. Did you know she was a square dancer? 

--

NEWS OF THE KELLERS 

BERNARD J. KELLER (B. W. Keller, Frederick A.Keller, 
Annis, William H., Abial R., Abial, Thomas 
Frost) 

The photo above is of Bernie j. Keller with fellow 
biker, Larry Hagman. Remember good oldj.R. on 
the TV show Dallas? They were in the March of 
Dimes BIKERS FOR BABIES fund raiser in Manassas, 
VA, Oct. 1994. 

Bernie lives in Damascus, MD, not too far from his 
parents Bernard William (Bill) and Patsy (KING) 
Keller in Rockville. 

Berniej's hobby is his 1988 Harley Davidson and he 
is an active member of the Harley Owners Group 
(H.O.G.). He is also an avid Baltimore Orioles and 
Washington Redskins fan. 

He has been in the retail business for 20 years and 
is currently district manager with an outdoor 
camping and apparel chain. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

To Bill and Pat Keller, Bernie j's. parents. They 
celebrated the ir 40th wedding anniversary 26 
February 19 9 5. 



PROGRESS REPORT 

THE FROST FAMILY HISTORY 

First, let me apologize for failing to produce the 
April edition of the Frost Family Newsletter. I know 
some of you really look forward to it and I'm sorry 
when I let you down. My excuse? I was goofing off! 
Joe and I went to the Hawaiian Islands in April. It 
was my first trip there and I loved every minute. 
We explored volcanoes and felt the still warm lava 
beds, viewed 450' waterfalls, rode a catamaran on 
the Na Pali coast of Kauai, snorkeled, swam at 
Waikaiki, and had a great time, I thought I'd get 
the newsletter done in early May but somehow 
time just flew by and here it is June already. 

A progress report is long overdue on the status of 
The Frost Family History. It is progressing, slowly 
~nd carefully. The many pieces of missing bits of 
information are still being researched and the work 
is still being updated as it progresses. What is more 
~mportant, is that it will surely be a very interest
ing and valuable family history when it is finished. 

Barring unforseen difficulties, I am hoping our first 
family edition of the book will be ready in time for 
the Frost Family Reunion, July 13, 1996. 

:he breakdown of my old word processor resulting 
in the need to begin all over again on the new 
computer was a major setback. The bright side is, 
it gave me additional time for research and there 
is now still time for you to update the entry on 
your family. 

I find that very few snapshots reproduce well 
enough to consider them for the book but I really 
appreciate, and will try to include, photographs in 
the book wherever possible so please get them to 
me if you haven't already done so. 

SEND YOUR FAMILY INFORMATION 
' 

UPDATES, ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, 
COPIES OF IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS 

QUESTIONS, & COMMENTS TO: 

Evelyn F. Rush 
1765 Sunset Blvd. 
Boulder, CO 80304-4242 

Or Phone: (303) 443-1015 

' 

THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCUMENTATION 

I need to stress again the importance of proof that 
what we include in The Frost Family History is 
correct information and not just hearsay or family 
tradition. Photocopies of birth, marriage, and 
d~ath certificates are very valuable to the family 
history researcher. Please send copies when 
possible. 

Bob and Veronica Frost of Attica, N.Y. have done a 
wonderful job of research on Bob's maternal 
ancestral lines and sent me copies of birth, 
marriage and military records. Thanks so very 
much Bob. 

The correct identification of people in old photos is 
also important. Marjorie Vander Brook sent the 
photos of Lucy Geer Frost and her son john Albert 
Frost featured on p. 2. However, she sent them 
with the comment " This, I think, is Lucy Geer." 
Can anyone confirm it really is Lucy? 

Last, but far from least, remember to send in the 
family information on your spouse. 

/ 


