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DO YOU HAVE A SHORT FAMILY .STORY TO SHARE? 

In the 1800's and before, there was no TV to turn on, nor movies to go to, 
not much to do in a small town at night. If people wanted to be entertained 
they had to create their own entertainment. Because of this, social skills 
and special talents were strongly encouraged. Everyone had a special talent 
to share. One person would play piano, others would sing or dance, another 
might have a great fia i r for comedy, one was a great cook, another an artist 
or poet. Among these, there was one who had a talent for telling stories. 
All shared their special talents at family gatherings. 

Some of these early traditions spilled over into the 1900's and some of us 
still remember the kinds of stories families used to tell sitting around the 
fireplace in the evenings. The storyteller usually had a whole collection of 
stories, many of wh ich pertained to family members. Some were true stories of 
heroism. Some were hunting stories from back in the days when hunting was the 
way of providing meat for the family table. Some were hair raising ghost 
stories. Some were stories of overcoming terrible adversity while others told 
of bright adventure , and some were stories that tested the limits of the 
storyteller's imagination and creativity and brought to life the most 
impossible happenings~ Such stories were part of the glue that bonded family 
members together and some also served the important function of laying down 
family values. 

I remember when Uncle George Moran kept us spellbound telling us of the 
days when he was an investigative agent for the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board during Prohibition. Uncle George was involved in discovering the 
illegal stills. Now those were some interesting stories! But there was more 
to it than that. Uncle George had a finely developed sense of mystery, 
intrigue, suspense, and timing and all these talents were woven into the 
fabric of his wonderf ul tales. 

I'm sure there are interesting stories in your families, too. Do you have 
a "remember when" story, a strange adventure story, a cute kid story, a narrow 
escape story, a Police story, a war story, a tender and touching story, a 
hunting story, or a tall tale told by an ancestor? If so, share it with us 
for use in future issues of this newsletter and/or the forthcoming family 
history. 

For an interesting little story that illustrates well the imagination and 
creativity of the storyteller, see p. 6 . 

0000000000000000000000000000 
NOTE: This newsletter is supplied without charge to all interested descendants 

of Thomas Frost Sr. of Dutchess Co., N.Y.; Ridgebury, CT; and Nassau, N.Y. 
Its purpose i s to promote communication between family members and increase 
our knowledge about our ancestors. 



-2 -

[You are entitled to a full page in The Frost Family History, but if you don't 
send me your life story, your fraction of a page will l ook like this: 

HORACE FROST (Calvin (#19p298FG), Abial, Thomas Frost 

b. 23 Jul 1834, Thurman , Warren, N.Y. 
d. 19 Jan 1887, Thurman, buried Cameron Cem. 
m. MARY BOWEN, about 1856, Thurman 

b. 29 Jan 1836, Thurman 
d. 16 Jul 1910, Thurman, buried Cameron Cem. 

Horace was the son of Calvin and Amy (LARKIN) Fros-t 
(see LARKIN Ancestry p. ). 

Mary was the daughter of Daniel and Mary (KENYON) Bowen 
(see BOWEN Ancestry p. and KENYON Ancestry p. ). 

FROST 

no children 

~ tpJU 9ott4 admtt t'-atJ dOUIUJf Is that the way you 
want to be remembered? See page 5 for the way it oughta be. 

IT IS TIME! 
DEADLINE FAST APPROACHING: Have you sent me your page, and your life 

~' to be included in The Frost Family History? FEBRUARY I is the deadline 
'fO'rJile to positively guarantee that your changes, corrections, or updates will 
be included in the forthcoming book. 
number of you have already responded 
information and beautiful photos. I 
this a most interesting book. 

Thank goodness, a surprisingly large 
and sent valuable corrections, new 
sincerel,Y thank you. Your help will make 

Others have sent vital records only--just names, birthdates, married when 
and where. That is great and very much needed but isn't all that 
interestin9. We want your _Rage to be interesting. It should tell a little 
about you and your interests and accomplishments. · 

I suspect some of you think you aren't important to this history because, 
being several generations removed, your name is not Frost. WRONG--YOU ARE 
IMPORTANT! One thing that will make this book so valuable to people in--ule 
future is the fact that so many female lines of descent are successfully 
followed and so much ancestral information has been found. Few genealogists 
go to that much trouble so, as family histories go, this book should be a 
standout. 

@ EXCEPTION TO THE ABOVE DEADLINE. If you have only recently been made aware of 
work being done on this family history, or if I have only recently made 
contact with you for the first time, you are an exception to the February l 
deadline mentioned above. Just get your information to me as quickly as 
possible and I will make sure it is included unless it has already gone to the 
printer in which case the first supplement will have begun. 
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The photo below was taken at the home of 
H. Wilson Frost in Warren, PA in 1942. 

Mary (BORDWELL) Moran and little Marty 
wife and daughter of Tom Moran. Tom 
died suddenly in 1943. 

Mary Moran died January 1993. She never 
remarried after Tom died. She lived in 
Orlando, FL. Her daughter, Marty, and 
grandson Tom Williamson survive her. 
All those who knew and loved her will miss 
her. 

Have there been any new Frost descendant 
babies yet this year? Remember to let 
me know of new arrivals so they can be 
included. Also, let me know of marriages, 
other important changes and deaths. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~-
~ FROST FAMILY HISTORIAN ~ 

~ ~ 
~ Evelyn Frost Rush (Mrs. Joseph Fl. Rush)~ 
~ 1765 Sunset Blvd. ~ 
~ Boulder, CO 80304 ~ 

~ Phone: (303) 443-1015 ~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I 
REMEMBER - Send your 11 old family recipes 11 

to the boys doing the cookbook. 
Dave Ehnebuske 
1413 Wagonwheel Ct. 
Irving, TX 75061 

Eugene Livermore. 
651 South Main St. 
Shrewsbury, PA 17361 

7't44t ?amt~ e(J(J.~,04~ 
AUNT LIZZIE'S FILLED COOKIES 

Aunt Lizzie, in this case, is the grandmother of our featured MEET YOUR FAMILY 
person on p. 5. Elizabeth Ada (FROST) Berg was the daughter of William Henry Frost. 
These are the cookies we used to steal from the cookie jar at Grandpa Frost's house--

Cookie Dough Filling 
1 cup 
1 cup 
1 cup 
1 cup 
1 tsp 
salt 

brown sugar 
white sugar 
shortening, 1/2 butter 
thin sour cream 
soda 

2 eggs beaten 
3 or more cups flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp vanilla 

~ ··. '. 

Roll dough as soft as possible, cut and 
bake quickly. 

1 cup chopped raisins (or dates) 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/8 tsp salt 
2 tbsp flour 
juice of 1/2 lemon 
1/4 cup boiling water 

Cook until thick, cool before 
using. 
NOTE: These were two layers of thin 
cookie dough. The top layer had 
a hole in the middle about 1 inch 
across. Filling between. 



Patricia Joan Smith 
is a Veterinarian 

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Smith IV 
James has his own CPA firm 
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Mr. & Mrs. James Smith II : 

. . ·-· 

.r 

Calvin Richard Smith 
is working in construction 
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JOAN BARTLETT SMITH (E. Lucille Berg (#323p318FG), Elizabeth A., William H., 
Abial R., Abial, Thomas Frost) 

b. 12 Mar 1929, Fredonia, Chautauqua, N.Y. 
d. 
m. JAMES A. SMITH III, 12 Jan 1952, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

b. 2 Nov 1923, Detroit, MI 
d. 

James is the son of Dr. James A. and Helene F. 
(SULLIVAN) Smith II and the grandson of James A. Smith 
of Muskegon, MI. Helene is the daughter of 
Dr. Patrick J. Sullivan of Grand Rapids, MI. 

Joan is the daughter of Donald Wilcox and Lucile (BERG) 
Bartlett (see BARTLETT Ancestry p. ). 

SMITH 

JAMES A. IV 
b. 18 May 1960 

CALVIN RICHARD 
b. 28 Jun 1961 

PATRICIA JOAN 
b. 5 Sep 1963 

Joan grew up in Fredonia, N.Y. and moved to Fort Lauderdale, FL with her 
parents in 1948 where she went to work at the bank where her mother was also 
employed. 

James grew up in Detroit, graduated from Duke University, and served in the 
Army Air Force in WWII as a flight instructor. After the war he worked in 
insurance and moved to Florida in 1951 to join his parents who had moved there 
in 1950. 

Joan and Jim met at a Sigma Chi Alumni Party in 1951 and were married January 
12, 1952. They spent four years in Winter Haven, Florida where Joan worked in 
banking and Jim was a flight instructor for an Air Force civilian contract 
flight school. They built a building from which they ran a real estate 
business. 

They returned to Fort Lauderdale in 1956 and since then have managed their 
eight unit apartment building on the ocean in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, doing all 
the maintenance. They had three children there, owned and operated an aerial 
photography business and bought and maintained two small commercial 
properties. They often said they were just maintenance men, and that the 
buildings "owned th.em. 11 

They had a travel trailer for many years and took trips with their children 
and later by themselves whenever they could get away from their 
responsibilities. They were very involved in the care of their elderly 
mothers, both of whom died in 1992 at the age of 94. 

(Source: Joan (BARTLETT) Smith, Mrs. James A. Smith III) 
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Jack Loveland's Story 

Jack Loveland lived in the Adirondacks in Thurman, New York. Whether he 
is the John Loveland who was the grandson of Abial Frost is not known but he 
might be. Jack told his story to Carl Carmer, a historian writing about 
Adirondack life. While researching material for his book, Carmer met "Yankee 
John" Galusha and Jack Loveland. The three of them were sitting around the 
fire telling stories of the Adirondacks and describing the lives of the 
lumbermen. Yankee John reminded Jack of the story of the snake and the 
bullfrog and co11111ented "That's sort of interestin'." Here, from Carl Carmer's 
book, The Hudson, J.J. Little & Ives, N.Y., 1939, p. 336-7, is the story of, 

The Snake and the Bullfrog 

"That happened right in the Hudson over near Bad Luck Mountain," said 
Jack. "I was drivin 1 logs downstream with Grover Lynch, the fellow that 
married Polly Bissel and made Jack Casey kill himself. We seen a rock out in 
the river that was about twelve feet wide and on the edge of it set a big 
bullfrog. We had one 0 1 them small fish scales with us and we grabbed that 
frog and weighed him and he weighed twelve pounds. We set him back down and 
walked away and just then I seen a big black snake crawl up on that rock and I 
says "I'll bet you twelve dollars that snake swallows that frog, and he says 
"You're on. 11 That snake inched up on that frog and he was twelve feet long 
because he was just as long as the rock and we measured it afterwards. 

"Well, sir, just as that snake got a good holt on that frog's behind the 
frog sees the end of the snake's tail, makes one jump for it and ketches it in 
his mouth. So there we set with the snake takin' in more of the frog every 
minute and the frog gettin' about a foot of snake down his gullet in the same 
time. It got to be mighty excitin' to see which one was goin' to get the 
other swallered first. Just as the twelfth minute was up they both gave one 
last big gulp--and they'd each swallowed the other at the same moment. We saw 
'em both disappear right before our eyes. We never could settle our bet. I 
claimed it but Grover says it was ridiculous to suppose that the frog had 
swallowed the snake if the snake had swallowed the frog. So we sort 0 1 broke 
up after that. 11 

OJ 
Your corrections 
and additions 
are needed as soon 
as possible and 
no later than 

FEBRUARY 1, 1993 

7 


